Reaching The Unreached
G. Kallupatti, Near Batlagundu, Theni Dt. 625 203
Activities of June 2021
Dear Brothers,
Greetings from RTU.
As before we have had to send all the children in our Children’s Villages home to any
relatives they may have, and we are only allowed to keep those who have no relatives or in
special circumstances. We are keeping in touch regularly and sending financial support
Rs.2000 to the relatives so that nutritious food and medicines are guaranteed to our children
during this second wave.
Food pack distribution to the rural poor

We are not allowed to travel to all the villages in our area, but we have been reaching out to
the poorest people living in our local villages of G.Kallupatti and Genguvarpatti. As they
were unable to go for their usual daily wage work, they started suffering without proper food.
We are preparing and distributing hot, nutritious meals with rice, lentils, vegetables and an
egg for protein every day from our central kitchens. We have been distributing meals to the
most marginalised sections of society who are facing tremendous food insecurity including
elderly people, blind people, sick people (leprosy, HIV+, diabetes and cancer), widows,
deserted families, differently abled and mentally challenged people, and poor people who
normally work (daily labourers, construction workers, agricultural labourers, coconut husk
peelers, street vendors, and Dhobi families (washermen). The COVID-19 pandemic has
inflicted immense misery and suffering on people here. Totally 360 poor are receiving food
packets daily from our central kitchen.

Case study:
RTU children at the frontline
One of the former children in our care, Kaviya, has been working
treating patients with coronavirus at AS Private Hospital in Ariyalur
District since last December. This is one of the best hospitals in this
District and currently has 80 patients with coronavirus. She came to
RTU in 1998 with her elder sister as her father deserted the family and
her mother found it difficult to care for her two daughters. Later both
parents died. After completing her studies in RTU schools, Kaviya got
a seat in the prestigious Government school of nursing in Madurai as
she scored top marks in her 12th standard exams and completed her
training in 2019. We are very proud of all our nurses who are at the
frontline in hospitals.
Action taken by our medical team

During this second waves, we have purchased a glucometer for our health clinic and more
PPE kits. Every day the team is preparing and distributing Kabasura Kudineer (herbal
medicine) to those coming for their meals, and also distributing masks to poor people who
don’t have one.
Distributing tablets packages to COVID-19 patients in the rural village
During this COVID-19 second
wave, 20 people were affected in
one of our target villages
Erumalainayakkanpatti. Our health
team distributed tablet packages
containing Erythromycin, zincovit,
paracetamol, and vitamin-C tablets
as requested by the Panchayat
(local authority) leader to these
patients.

Donating Lysol and bleaching power packages to the rural village

One of our target villages, Alagarnayakkanpatti, was severely affected by COVID-19. To
reduce the infections around this village, we donated 500 kg of bleaching powder and 50

litres of Lysol to use in spraying against coronavirus in the village surroundings. They have
been spraying it in all the streets and public places daily.
Happier news!
Celebration of the 96th birthday of our Brother James Kimpton

On 23rd May, we celebrated Brother James’s birthday by his grave in the JK Meditation Hall.
Different times were allotted for each of our Children’s Villages, hostels, and staff members
so that they could all have a special prayer with masks and social distancing on this day.

Bridal celebrations!
On 24th May, one of our alumni students Amuthamani
married Mr Jawahar who is a Medical Representative in
their own village. Their relatives arranged this marriage
function with the minimum number of people as per the
government order. Both of them earned money and saved to
build a new house for their future life. Amuthamani came to
RTU in 2004 due to her own family crisis and continued her
studies from 4th standard to 12th standard in our schools.
She then completed her 3-year Diploma in Nursing in 2014
and got a job as a staff nurse in Leonard Hospital,
Batlagundu. Later she equipped herself as a Medical Coder
and earned more money. We wished her over the phone a
happy married life. May God bless the new couples!
On 4th June, one of our alumni students B.Saranya
married Mr.Sundararaj who is also RTU’s alumni
student in their own village Bommayagoundanpatti –
Theni. Saranya came to RTU in 2005 at the age of 10
with her elder brother Gobinathan as her mother died
due to HIV+ and the poor father also suffered from
HIV infections. Sickly father found it very difficult to
cope with these two children. Her elder brother
Gobinathan studied up to 10th standard and later left
from us in order to help his father. Saranya continued
her studies under our care and support till 12th
standard in our St. Peter’s Higher Secondary School.
After completing her 12th standard, she studied 3
years Bachelor of Arts (BA) course in History in
Jeyaraj Annapackiam Women’s College, Periyakulam during the academic year 2018-21. Her
father and relatives arranged her marriage. Mr.Sundarraj is working in a textile shop in Theni

city. We provided Rs.25,000/- as a marriage gift to them through Saranya’s Bank account.
We wished the couple for their new life over the phone due to COVID restrictions. May God
bless the new couples!
Children in our Children’s village tide over these times in an engaged constructive way
In order to promote an environment where children can grow up and develop their full
potential by having fun and being safe and healthy, we organized life skills activities on
topics such as love, responsibility, honesty, empathy, and co-operation for our 30 children. It
contained play methods to keep children engaged positively and provided them with
platforms to express their emotions. It also gave them holistic support and ensured they could
minimize this education gap while the schools are closed. Children were also given the
opportunity of preparing local sweets and snack items during this pandemic period.

We also arranged craft design activity for our children from 10 am to 11 am daily so as to
bring out their creativity and freedom to design as per their wishes.

We also arranged Zumba fitness activity for our
children from 6 pm to 11 pm daily so as to
incorporate exercise in children’s routine. This kind
of physical activity helped our children to maintain
their health well and also to improve coordination,
self-confidence, and teamwork. Children found this
activity as a perfect stress reliever and enjoyed it
fully.

In order to refresh the minds of our 12 HIV +
students, YRG Care, Chennai organized online
Camp Rain Bow programme for an hour on 19th
June 2021. It really encouraged our students to
recall the importance of taking tablets and boost
their mind and heart in a joyful way.

On 13th June 2021, Covid-19 vaccination campaign was
organized in G.Kallupatti village by the Theni General
government hospital team. All our staff members and mothers
living in our campus and around this village attended this camp
and took Covid-19 vaccination.

11th standard new admission work
On 21st June 2021, our headmaster prepared the 10th
standard completed transfer certificates and started
the work of 11th standard new admission in our St.
Peter’s Higher Secondary School.

Food rations to the rural poor
In order to support the poor and deprived people who are suffering
without a regular job during the Covid-19 second wave, RTU have
identified very needy people with the support of our staff
members, local Panchayat (authority) leaders in our target areas
and have distributed food rations to them from 17th June onwards.
We supported over 1200 families with groceries worth Rs. 710/each. A food ration kit contains the following items: Dill- 100
grams, Pepper – 100 grams, Mustard seeds & split Urad dal- 100
grams, Cumin seeds -100 grams, Turmeric powder – 100 grams,
Roasted peanuts -500 grams, Chickpeas – -500 grams, Legumes 500 grams, Cowpeas - 500 grams, Red chili powder - 250 grams,
Sambar powder-250 grams, Tamarind - 500 grams, Moong Dhal1 kilo, Yellow split pea- 1 kilo, Semolina - 1 kilo
Here is who we’ve been supporting with food rations:
1. Local poor people (470 families)

We have also reached out to other families who are suffering including the
washermen/women, barbers, cobblers, sanitary workers, handloom workers, differently-abled
people, sick people, HIV+ persons, construction workers, daily labourers identified by our
staff. From Genguvarpatti 235 poor people and from G. Kallupatti 235 poor people received
the food rations on 18th June 2021.
2. Self Help Groups and other rural poor (593 families)

Some of RTU’s Self Help Group members and rural poor people including differently-abled
people, sick people, HIV+ persons, construction workers, daily labourers from 11 rural
villages in Dindigul district and 18 rural villages in Theni district have suffered without food
during this covid-19 second wave crisis because they cannot work due to strict lockdown.
Their children used to get noontime meals in the schools, which are now closed. From
children to elderly people suffered without food. So RTU provided food ration to relieve
them from hungry. Totally 300 families in Dindigul district and 293 families from Theni
district benefited from this food ration.
3. Rice and food rations to 10 gypsy families
We also provided 10 kilos of rice and food ration to
10 gypsy families who are living near Sri Ram
Nagar. They really suffered without food during this
lockdown and our food provision helped them to feed
their children.

4. Food rations to sanitary workers and other poor families in other rural villages. (127
families)

We also provided food ration to 40 sanitary workers and poor families Alagarnayakkanpatti
village, 57 sanitary workers and poor families in Erumalainayakkanpatti village and 30
workers in S. Thummalapatti.
Yours fraternally
Fr J Antony Paulsamy, OFM Cap.
Director

